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I've been restoring old cars since 1935, and have used Old Cars Price Guide since it became available. It has been an invaluable aid for me. However, one area that needs to be covered concerns cars that are completely disassembled. I, and others that I know, have been stuck bad from purchasing such cars. Let me describe just one:
I went to another state to look at a rare Packard convertible. It was stored in several containers. The owner and I agreed on a price and the man delivered the parts to my shop in four trips. I wound up with the wrong radiator, engine, transmission, and driveshaft. I had to purchase four more Packards to get all the correct parts needed to complete the car. After three years of hard work, and much money, I had a nice car. Needless to say, I lost money on the deal. After three such deals, I learned not to buy cars that were disassembled.
For several years, I've been acting as a broker. Now I just find cars for some people, and find buyers for others' cars. I've traveled to many states and looked at a lot of junk, which the owners think has great value. My advice to people is to make sure that the car is complete and together. Also, unless they have time, energy, money, and patience, I advise them to purchase a restored car that is for sale. The only car that I'd advise a person to buy disassembled is one that is rare, but that is also a valid reason not to buy it. For such cars, parts are unavailable, hard to find, or extremely expensive.
There are some other things that I warn buyers about. One is buying cars that have been in storage for many years – like 25 or 30 years. I bought a '56 DeSoto Adventurer two-door hardtop and a '47 Chevrolet Fleetmaster two-door sport coupe from a warehouse. Both cars were like new and both had low mileage. The water in both cars had frozen and cracked the engine blocks and ruined the radiators and heater cores. Both cars were repaired and turned out well, but buying them cheap is the only thing that kept me from losing money. These lessons learned caused me to look more closely before buying cars in storage.
Another thing I advise people to do is secure their car. Many collector vehicles are stolen for parts. Thieves stole the following equipment from me: a '52 Plymouth, the manifold and two four-barrel carburetors from a '58 Pontiac Bonneville, the manifold and four-barrel carb from a high-performance '68 Mustang, the front bumper from a '51 Ford, and the jack and tools from a Model T Ford. These items were never recovered.

